
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
25th	Annual	Educational	Conference	
Advanced	Bankruptcy	Seminar	

	
October	9‐10,	2014	
Las	Vegas,	Nevada 



ABJA President’s Welcome 

                           HAPPY 25th ANNIVERSARY ABJA!!                                       

 

We have reached an important milestone as we celebrate our 25th Anni-
versary.  You can be proud of the growth we’ve achieved in these years.  
We have built an association through hard work and dedication and with 
great pride.  This year we have a large number of retiring members, in-
cluding  Marleen Young, Conference Committee Chair and former Treas-
urer;  Patsy Burkhalter, Parliamentarian and past President;  Becky 
Woodrum, who served as Membership Committee Chair and past Presi-
dent;  Ann Virgadamo, former CBA Chair and past President; Sally Hanson, former Registrar 
and served on many other committees; Karen Krouch, past President and former Parliamentari-
an.  I am excited to honor them for their many years of hard work and dedication to the ABJA.  
They are definitely well deserving of such an honor as they enter a new chapter in their lives.  I 
would also like to extend an invitation to all past ABJA Presidents and retired JA’s to join us as 
we celebrate this milestone.   

This has been an extremely exciting and busy year.  Time has flown by so quickly.  I want to take 
this opportunity to thank the committee chairs and circuit representatives for their hard work in 
making this a great year as I serve as your ABJA President.  I want give a huge thanks to the key 
conference planners, Marleen Young, Beth Morris, Colleen Wedmore and Linda Montano.  They 
are unbelievably talented people who are dedicated to making this year’s conference a success.  
Also, many thanks to the ABJA Executive Committee , Dorothy Clay, President-elect; Ursula 
Hamilton, Treasurer; Barb Sutton, Secretary; and Patsy Burkhalter, Parliamentarian for their hard 
work and support.  My term as President is coming to a close soon.  It has been a pleasure to be 
associated with such a great group of talented people.  Words cannot express my appreciation to 
the members for their continued commitment and dedication.  Best wishes in the coming year. 

        Sincerely, 

        Linnie Patterson, President ABJA 

 

       

 

 

 



General Information – Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

HOTEL INFORMATION 

How many times in your 
life will you be able to 
say you stayed and 
played in a pyramid? 
Luxor features comfort-
able and spacious accommodations ranging 
from standard rooms to extravagant suites. 
Plus, Luxor offers everything you’d expect from 
a Las Vegas hotel – from fabulous entertain-
ment and dining, to non-stop Las Vegas casino 
action.  

 

Our block of rooms 
has two double beds; 
king beds may be 
available upon re-
quest.  High Speed 
Internet complimen-

tary) hard wired in rooms.  Outdoor pool, free 
self & valet parking, and all other normal 
amenities in room.  Escape and unwind at 
Nurture Spa and Salon.  Ready for some Las 
Vegas shopping?  Shop ‘til you drop at Luxor’s 
retail stores, where you’ll find a wide array of 
items from unique gifts to stunning jewelry 
and designer wear!  

Entertainment is non-stop with Chris Angel 
Believe, Jabbawockeez, Carrot Top, Meno-
pause The Musical, BODIES . . . The Exhibi-
tion and TITANIC: The Artifact Exhibition.  Vis-
it www.luxor.com for a complete look at the 
hotel.  

 

  

ATTIRE 

The dress code for the educational seminars is 
business casual.  This year we will have a 
“Purple Rain” theme for the opening cocktail 
reception.  Be a “Prince” and wear something 
purple.  The closing banquet is cocktail dressy 
(or something with an elastic waist). 

 

 

MAKING RESERVATIONS 

All attendees will receive the standard room at 
our group rate of $61.00 single/double, $30 
for every additional person over double; $116 
for Friday or Saturday night.   Our reservation 
team has completed your Passkey link – listed 
below.  Through this website, guests can book, 
modify or cancel their hotel reservations at any 
time.  You can also make reservations via 
phone by calling our Group Reservations  
Department at 800-926-4737.  Please mention 
the group code ABJA14P, while booking reser-
vation by phone.  
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/ABJA14P 
 

ACTIVITIES LISTED ON FOLLOWING PAGES 

 

 

TEMPERATURES IN OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 

High - 82°           Low - 54° 

 

TRANSPORTATION - AIRPORT 

Taxis are available to/from airport, approxi-
mately $12/way, shuttle is available $7/way.    

 

 

PLEASE CHECK ROOM AVAILABILITY BE-
FORE BOOKING YOUR FLIGHT. 



Things Happen In Las Vegas  

 From zip lines and car racing to the Bellagio's world-famous fountains and 
the Mandalay Bay Beach, experiencing all of Las Vegas' attractions is like riding a roller 
coaster, which you can do because we have those, too.You could move here and live to 
the age of 100 and you still wouldn't run out of things to do in Las Vegas. In addition to 
the casinos and shows, there are zoos, theaters, aquariums and galleries. And even 
those are ever changing. And no two Las Vegas attractions are alike. The Mob Muse-
um offers a glimpse into Vegas' illustrious and notorious past, while the Dolphin Habi-
tat at The Mirage offers a glimpse into the undersea world far away from our desert 
landscape. And that's not even the most unexpected attraction in Las Vegas. Live the 
life of a race-car driver or fighter-jet pilot. Imagine yourself a pro golfer. Or paddle up to 
the Hoover Dam in a kayak. The attractions in Vegas prove that you don't know nearly 
as much as you think you do about what there is to do here. Trust us. You don't. Even 
locals are regularly amazed at all the new things to see and do in Las Vegas.  

 Golf, tennis, hiking, biking, extreme sports, boating, water skiing, snowboarding, 
sightseeing ... the list is as long as you want to make it. Vegas and the surrounding ar-
ea are right in the middle of the beautiful, surprisingly colorful Mojave Desert. So, what 
are you doing? It's time to be adventurous and get out there. And in Vegas, there are a 
lot of surprises waiting just off Las Vegas Boulevard. Travel into the desert and discover 
some of the best adventures in the west. Saddle up for horseback riding in Las Vegas at 
the Bootleg Canyon Trails. And while you're out there, hit up the zip line through the 
desert canyons in Boulder City. If hiking Las Vegas is how you prefer to see the sights, 
head out to Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area. Climb across stunning red 
rock formations and keep an eye out for desert tortoises and burros. If you have a need 
for speed, look no further than the Mario Andretti Racing School. And yes, it's as in-
credible and fantastic as it sounds. Live the life of a real race car driver as you get be-
hind the wheel of regulation cars on a regulation track and drive for your life. All of this 
innocent, outdoor activity is sure to impress your friends, but a stop by the Hoover 
Dam will impress you even more. Pictures don't do this man-made wonder justice. And 
you're so close to getting to see it with your own eyes. Stand in two time zones at once 
on the middle of the dramatic Mike O'Callaghan-Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge, travel 
down inside the turbine room or marvel at the art deco architecture. It's a piece of 
American history you have to check off your bucket list.  



    FEATURED SHOWS & AVERAGE PRICES 

 

 Absinthe $98           All Shook Up $40    

 Anthony Cools -- ... $64 Australian Bee Gees $59 

 B - A TRIBUTE to ... $45 Beacher's Madhous... $89 

 Bellagio Gallery ... $16  Bill Engvall $64 

 Bill Maher $68  Blue Man Group $82 

 Bodies The Exhibi... $35 Brad Garrett's Co... $47 

 Carrot Top $61  Crazy Girls $49 

 Criss Angel Belie... $76 CSI: The Experience $32 

 Da Vinci The Exhi... $28 Dana Carvey $61 

 Daryl Hall & John... $60 David Copperfield $86 

 Defending the Cav... $33 Divas $70 

 Don Rickles $88  Donny and Marie Osmond $92 

 Erasure $46   Evil Dead The Mus... $50 

 Fantasy $49   Forever Doo Wop $52 

 Forever Motor City $52 Frank Caliendo $39 

 High Roller $27  Hitzville - The S... $45 

 Illusions $55   Improv At Harrahs $38 

 Jabbawockeez $71  Jay Leno $87 

 Jeff Civillico - ... $21  Jersey Boys $60 

 Jubilee $71   Kirk Franklin pre... $69 

 KÀ by Cirque du S... $120 L.A. Comedy Club $39 

 Las Vegas Live Co... $30 Las Vegas Power P... $110 

 Laugh Factory $39  Laughternoon Star... $25 

 Le Rêve - The Dream $116 Legends in Concert $57 

 Lipshtick Comedy ... $53 Louie Anderson LIVE $72 

 LOVE Cirque du So... $126 Mac King Comedy M... $39 

 Machine Guns Vegas $55 Madame Tussauds  $30 

 MARC SAVARD $30  Marriage Can Be M... $65 

 Matt Goss $63  Men The Experience $40 

 Menopause The Mus... $66 Michael Jackson O... $120 

 Mike Hammer Comed... $23 Million Dollar Qu... $55 

 MJ Live (Tribute ... $53 Mob Museum $20 

 Mystère by Cirque... $101 Nathan Burton Com... $40 

 O by Cirque du So... $154 Olivia Newton-John $79 

 Paranormal $35  PAWN SHOP LIVE! -... $39 

 Penn & Teller $60  Purple Reign, THE... $48 

 Raiding the Rock ... $44 Rat Pack is Back $47 

 Recycled Percussion $50 Rock of Ages $69 

 Rock Star for a Day $299 Rod Stewart $74 

 Ron White $87  Shania Twain $80 

 Shark Reef Aquarium $18 Siegfried and Roy... $15 

 Sin City Comedy &... $20 Smokey Robinson p... $74 

 Terry Fator: The ... $85 The Mentalist $35 

 Thunder From Down... $63 Titanic Artifact ... $35   and many, many more.  See Las Vegas Website.   



CBA Program Agenda 
Monday, October 6, 2014 

 4:00  -  5:00 p.m. Early registration for CBA Educational Session 

 

Tuesday, October 7, 2014 

 8:00  -  8:45 a.m. Registration CBA Educational Session & Continental Breakfast 

 8:45  -  9:00 a.m. Introductions, Linnie Patterson, President ABJA, Atlanta, GA 

    Beth Morris, Certified Bankruptcy Assistants Chair, Tennessee  

    Colleen Wedmore, Certified Bankruptcy Assistants Co-Chair, Nevada 

 9:00  - 10:30 a.m. Grammar Usage & Writing - Professor Nancy Rapoport  

    (William S. Boyd School of Law—UNLV) 

            10:30 - 10:45 a.m. Break (light refreshments)  

          10:45 - 12:00 noon Grammar Usage & Writing (continued)  

          12:00 -  1:15 p.m. Lunch (on your own) 

  1:15 -  3:00 p.m. Legal Research - Jimmy Dahu, Esq. 

    (Career Law Clerk to the Hon. Laurel E. Davis, USBJ, Las Vegas, NV) 

  3:00 -  3:15 p.m. Break (light refreshments)  

  3:15 -  5:00 p.m. Ethics - Hon. Douglas D. Dodd, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge,  

    Middle District of Louisiana, Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

 8:00  -  9:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. U.S. Bankruptcy Code & Rules - Hon. Mike K. Nakagawa 

    (Chief Judge, Nevada Bankruptcy Court  -  Las Vegas, NV) 

 10:30 - 10:45 a.m. Break (light refreshments)  

          10:45 - 12:00 noon U.S. Bankruptcy Code & Rules -  (Continued) 

          12:00 -  1:30 p.m. Lunch (provided) 

   1:30 -   3:30 p.m. Administration of CBA Examination  - -  CBA SESSION ENDS 



ABJA Program Agenda 
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

 4:00 -  5:00 p.m. Registration for ABJA Conference  

 5:30 -  7:30 p.m. Welcome Reception — Aurora Lounge, Lobby level of Luxor 

 

Thursday, October 9, 2014 

 8:00 -  8:30  a.m. Continental Breakfast & Registration (continued if needed) 

 8:30 -  9:00 a.m. Welcome & Introductions - Linnie Patterson, President of ABJA, Atlanta, GA 

   Mary A. Schott, Clerk, Nevada Bankruptcy  

 9:00 - 10:15 a.m. Ethics - Hon. Douglas D. Dodd, Chief U.S. Bankruptcy Judge,  

   Middle District of Louisiana, Baton Rouge, LA 

10:15 - 10:45 a.m.  Break  

10:45 - 12:00 p.m. You Don’t Know What You Don’t Know - Kenneth Gardner, Clerk,  

   Bankruptcy Court of Colorado 

12:00 - 1:30 p.m.   President’s Lunch for Officers (all others, lunch on their own) 

 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. Introduction To Financial Planning - James A. De La Torre, C.R.F.C., 

   fedADVANTAGE  

 3:00 - 3:15 p.m. Break 

 3:15 - 4:15 p.m. Financial Planning (continued)  

 4:30  - 6:00 p.m. Business Meeting of the ABJA  

  6:00 p.m.   (Night on your own) 

 



ABJA Program Agenda 
Friday,  October 10, 2014 

 8:00 - 8:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 

 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.   Welcome  -  Linnie Patterson, President of ABJA, Atlanta, GA 

   “Where are we going and what am I doing in this handbasket?” 

   Patsy Burkhalter, JA (Savannah, Georgia) 

 9:00  -  10:15 a.m. Coping with Change  - Barry K. Lander, Clerk, Bankruptcy Court, 

   Southern District of California  

10:15 - 10:30  a.m. Break 

10:30 -  12:00 p.m. CM/ECF Next Generation -  Mary W. Barry, Senior Law Clerk & Detailee to Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts, Washington, D.C., Janschelle Barner, Judicial 
Assistant & Detailee to Administrative Office of the Courts, Washington, D.C.   

 
12:00 - 1:30 p.m. Lunch  (on your own) 
 

 1:30  -  2:30 p.m. Travel Tips & Resources - Mark Busby, Administrative Office of the Courts, 
Washington, D.C   

 1:30  -  2:30 p.m. (CBA BREAKOUT SESSION)   Practice Excellence: Tips for case  
   management for both debtor and creditor firms.   
    Partners of Larson & Zirzow LLP, Las Vegas, NV  
   Zach Larson, Esq, and Matthew Zirzow, Esq.  
 

 2:30 -  2:45 p.m. Break 

 2:45  -  4:00 p.m. Will Power:  Fit for the Long Haul - Lance S. Wilson,  
   Clerk of  the District Court for the District of Nevada  
 

              6:30 p.m. Bus leaves for closing banquet 

  7:00 - 10:00 p.m. Closing Banquet & Awards Ceremony -   

   Installation of Officers, Awards and Gifts 

 

Saturday, October 11, 2014 

            VIVA LAS VEGAS — SAFE TRAVELS! 

  



CBA Speaker Bios 

CBA Educational Sessions           (Earns 0.6 CEUs)  

 Tuesday, October 7, 2014 

PROFESSOR NANCY B. RAPOPORT (Gordon Silver Professor of Law at William S. 
Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada, Las Vegas)   

After receiving her B.A., summa cum laude, from Rice University in 1982 and her J.D. 
from Stanford Law School in 1985, she clerked for the Honorable Joseph T. Sneed on the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and then practiced law (primarily 
bankruptcy law) with Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco from 1986-1991. She started 
her academic career at The* Ohio State University College of Law in 1991, and she 

moved from Assistant Professor to Associate Professor with tenure in 1995 to Associate Dean for Student 
Affairs (1996) and Professor (1998) (just as she left Ohio State to become Dean and Professor of Law at 
the University of Nebraska College of Law). She served as Dean of the University of Nebraska College of 
Law from 1998-2000. She then served as Dean and Professor of Law at the University of Houston Law 
Center from July 2000-May 2006 and as Professor of Law from June 2006-June 2007, when she left to 
join the faculty at Boyd. She served as Interim Dean of Boyd from 2012-2013. She is currently serving as 
the Leadership Development Academy Coordinator for UNLV. 

Her specialties are bankruptcy ethics, ethics in governance, law firm behavior, and the depiction of law-
yers in popular culture. She is admitted to the bars of the states of California, Ohio, Nebraska, Texas, 
and Nevada and of the United States Supreme Court. In 2001, she was elected to membership in the 
American Law Institute, and in 2002, she received a Distinguished Alumna Award from Rice University. 

She is a board member of the National Museum of Organized Crime and Law Enforcement (the Mob Mu-
seum) and the Vice President for Research and Grants for the American Bankruptcy Institute. She is a 
Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy. She has al-
so appeared in the Academy Award®-nominated movie, Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room   
(Magnolia Pictures 2005) (as herself). Being in the movie garnered her a listing in www.imdb.com, a fact 
of which she is probably unreasonably proud. In her spare time, she competes, pro-am, in American 
Rhythm and American Smooth ballroom dancing with her teacher, Sergei Shapoval. Currently, she is 
ranked 2nd in the country in one of her ballroom categories (9-Dance). The most interesting thing about 
her is that she is married to a former Marine Scout-Sniper. 

 

 

JIMMY DAHU, ESQ.  Mr. Dahu is a graduate from the University of Hou-
ston Law Center. He has worked as a bankruptcy associate in the Houston 
office of King & Spalding and the Phoenix office of Fennemore Craig. He has 
also externed and/or clerked for a handful of bankruptcy judges, including 
the Honorable Margaret A. Mahoney in the Southern District of Alabama 
and, most recently, the Honorable Laurel E. Davis in the District of Nevada 
where he is currently the Judge’s career law clerk working in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.   

 



CBA Speaker Bios 

HON. DOUGLAS D. DODD is a United States Bankruptcy Judge for the 
Middle District of Louisiana.  Judge Dodd practiced law with the firm of 
Stone, Pigman, Walther, Wittmann & Hutchinson, L.L.P. for nearly 20 
years before his appointment to the bench in May 2002.  He graduated 
from Stanford Law School in 1982, after receiving his undergraduate 
degree magna cum laude with interdisciplinary honors in 1977 from 
Tulane University, where he was elected to membership in Phi Beta 
Kappa.  Judge Dodd also serves as Adjunct Associate Professor of Law 
at Tulane University, teaching advanced bankruptcy law. 

 

 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

 

 

HON. MIKE K. NAKAGAWA — Judge Nakagawa was appointed to the 
bankruptcy bench for the District of Nevada in September 2006.  He has 
served as the chief bankruptcy judge for the district since October 2008.  
Judge Nakagawa graduated in 1980 from King Hall School of Law at the 
University of California in Davis.  He then clerked for the Honorable Phil-
ip C. Wilkins, Chief Judge of the United States District Court for the 
Eastern District of California.  Thereafter, for more than twenty years, 

Judge Nakagawa practiced bankruptcy and commercial law primarily in California and 
Nevada, and received the highest rating from Martindale Hubbell.  He represented debt-
ors, creditors, committees, and trustees in many Chapter 11 proceedings, various debt-
ors in Chapter 7 cases, and several Chapter 7 panel trustees in Sacramento.  For more 
than a decade, Judge Nakagawa served on the Sacramento County Civil Service Com-
mission which oversees the personnel system for the county, including the resolution 
of employee disciplinary appeals (terminations, suspensions, drug testing, etc.) and 
employee classification issues.  He also taught bankruptcy and reorganization for ten 
years as an adjunct professor at both McGeorge School of Law and Lincoln Law School 
in Sacramento.  Judge Nakagawa currently teaches bankruptcy law and remedies as 
an adjunct professor at the Boyd School of Law, University of Nevada Las Vegas.  

 

 

 

   



ABJA Speaker Bios 

Thursday, October 9, 2014 

 

MARY A. SCHOTT is the Clerk of Court for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the 
District of Nevada.  Mary was born in Las Vegas, Nevada and is a graduate of the 
University of Nevada at Las Vegas.  She began her employment with the Nevada 
Bankruptcy Court in 1986.  During her twenty-six years with the Bankruptcy 
Court she has worked various positions within the court which included being 
an ECRO, case administrator, Budget Analyst, HR Manager and Administrative/
Operations Manager.  In August 2007, Mary was appointed as the Clerk of the 
Court.  In addition to her duties as the Clerk of Court, Mary several on several 

committees with the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts including the Budget and Finance Ad-
visory Counsel.  

 

HON. DOUGLAS D. DODD is a United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Mid-
dle District of Louisiana.  Judge Dodd practiced law with the firm of Stone, 
Pigman, Walther, Wittmann & Hutchinson, L.L.P. for nearly 20 years before 
his appointment to the bench in May 2002.  He graduated from Stanford Law 
School in 1982, after receiving his undergraduate degree magna cum laude 
with interdisciplinary honors in 1977 from Tulane University, where he was 
elected to membership in Phi Beta Kappa.  Judge Dodd also serves as Adjunct 
Associate Professor of Law at Tulane University, teaching advanced bankrupt-
cy law. 

 

KENNETH GARDNER is the Clerk of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Colorado. He was appointed to this position in March, 2014, after serv-
ing as Clerk of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois since August, 2001. Prior to this, Ken worked as the Chief Deputy Clerk of 
the United States Bankruptcy Court in the Southern District of California, serv-
ing from February 1992 until August, 2001. Ken received his Masters Degree in 
Judicial Administration from the University of Denver College of Law in August, 
1986. Ken has served on numerous national committees, and is a former Presi-

dent of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Clerks. He has spoken on a variety of subjects at 
the local and national level and serves as a training facilitator to the Administrative Office and 
the Federal Judicial Center for various programs. 
 

JAMES A. DE LA TORRE In total he has over 26 years counseling federal em-
ployees on financial matters and intricacies of their federal benefits and retire-
ment systems.  Jim has conducted federal benefit and financial planning semi-
nars in all 50 states and is an active presenter at federal conferences and profes-
sional associations in the area of financial/retirement planning and federal bene-
fits.  Jim has appeared on the radio show “Fed Talk” and is an active participant 
in the federal employee blog “Federal Soup.”  Jim graduated from the Hotel & 
Restaurant Management Program, City College of San Francisco and is the president of his own 
firm, fedADVANTAGE. He holds a Charter Retirement Planning Counselor (CRPC) professional 
designation from the College for Financial Planning and is a member of The Financial Planning 
Association (FPA).  
 



ABJA Speaker Bios 

 

Friday, October 10, 2014 

 

PATSY BURKHALTER started working in the Clerk’s Office of the United 
States Bankruptcy Court in Savannah, Georgia, shortly after graduating 
from high school in 1972.  While employed in the Clerk’s Office I served in 
various positions including  notice clerk, docket clerk, claims clerk and 
courtroom deputy.  When the bankruptcy laws changed in 1979 and the 
“new” Code became effective I was selected to serve as the Judge’s Secre-
tary.  The judge that I initially worked for retired in 1986 and I was lucky 
enough to be retained by his replacement.  Judge Lamar W. Davis, Jr., and I 
have worked together since his appointment in 1986.  
 
        I served as a founding member of the ABJA in 1989 and was elected to serve as the first 
ABJA president from 1989-1990.  Since that time I have taken a very active role in the associa-
tion.  I have chaired the Public Relations Committee, the Nominations Committee, Website De-
velopment Committee, By-Laws Committee, and the Liaison/Legislative Committee.  In 1995 I 
chaired the Conference Committee and hosted the annual meeting in Savannah.   I have also 
served the association as 11th Circuit Representative and Parliamentarian. Finally, I have been 
a Certified Bankruptcy Assistant since 2000.  
 
        My husband and I have two children and two grandchildren - our son Patrick and his wife 
Lauren and their two boys, John Patrick and Peyton, and our daughter Susanne and her hus-
band Jacob.    
 

BARRY K. LANDER was appointed Clerk of the United States Bankruptcy Court, 
Southern District of California on April 3, 1989.  Prior to this position, he served 
as Chief Deputy Clerk, U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Califor-
nia (1984 - 1989). Previously, he was Clerk of the United States Bankruptcy Ap-
pellate Panel of the Ninth Circuit from 1981 through 1984.  Mr. Lander has served 
as President of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Clerks (NCBC) in 2004 – 
2006. He previously served as Vice President and Immediate Past President of 

NCBC. He acts as the coordinator of the Michigan State Judicial Administration program for 
the NCBC. Mr. Lander is a member of the Next Generation CM/ECF Project Steering Group.  

     He has served as Chair of the Administrative Office’s Bankruptcy Clerks’ Advisory Group, Co
-Chair of the AO Court Exchange Programs Working Group and Chair of the Federal Judicial 
Center’s Bankruptcy Clerks Education Committee. He has served on a number of AO advisory 
and working groups. He has taught numerous Administrative Office and Federal Judicial Cen-
ter programs and is often called upon to speak on various administrative and technological top-
ics, being a known leader and proponent in the field of electronic filing. 

     Mr. Lander received the 2000 Director’s Award for Excellence in Court Operations as a re-
sult of his contributions and improvements to the Case Management/Electronic Case Files Sys-
tem.  Mr. Lander received a Bachelor of Arts Degree from California State University, Northridge 
in 1977 and a Masters Degree in Judicial Administration from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia in 1979. 



ABJA Speaker Bios 

MARY WILSON BARRY 

Chosen for temporary duty position to provide legal support and input 
on Next Generation of CM/ECF project.  Additional opportunities in-
cluded work on budget and legislative matters concerning the federal ju-
diciary, sequestration, shared administrative services; as well as report 
preparation regarding trustee investigations, procedural and adminis-
trative issues in largest ever Chapter 9 case, and nationwide violations 

of federal law by major financial institution.  Senior Law Clerk, The Honorable Bruce W. 
Black, Chief Judge – US Federal Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Illinois, August 
2004 – Present.  Adjunct Professor, The John Marshall Law School.  Juris Doctor, 
2004, 2001 John Marshall Dean’s Scholarship, 2004 Student Bar Association Scholar-
ship 
 

JANSCHELLE BARNER is a judicial assistant for Judge Lanny King in 
the Western District of Kentucky.  She is in her second year as a de-
tailee to the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts working on the 
NextGen CM/ECF Project.  Prior to her employment with the District 
Court, Janschelle worked as a paralegal for a firm that handled both 
civil and bankruptcy cases, which has provided her a unique oppor-
tunity to participate in design and training discussions with a dual-
view encompassing the needs of both court types.  

 

MARK BUSBY is a management analyst in the Programs Branch of the 
Judicial Services Office at the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts (AO).  He joined the AO in 2011 and serves as staff to the Judi-
cial Conference Committee on Intercircuit Assignments, and he pro-
vides program support for the TSA PreCheck Program for Federal Judg-
es.  Before joining the AO, Mark was the training/strategy specialist at 
the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, and previously worked in the Clerk’s 

Offices of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit as well as the Bankruptcy 
Courts for the Eastern District of Washington, and the District of Maine.  Mark has an 
MBA from the University of Maryland and a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administra-
tion from Gonzaga University. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



ABJA Speaker Bios 

LANCE S. WILSON received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal 
Justice Administration from Alvernia College, Reading, Pennsylvania in 
1980.  He received a Masters of Science Degree in Judicial Administra-
tion from the University of Denver College of Law in 1981.  From 1982 
through 1986, Mr. Wilson was employed as a judicial administrator in 
the Superior Court of Arizona in Maricopa County.  While with the Supe-
rior Court, Mr. Wilson held various positions including Assistant Civil 

Administrator, Domestic Relations Administrator, and Criminal Administrator.  In 
1987, Mr. Wilson joined the United States District Court for the District of Arizona.  He 
was initially hired as a Deputy-In-Charge and in 1989 was promoted to Chief Deputy 
Clerk.  In 1990, Mr. Wilson was appointed to the position of Clerk of Court for the Mid-
dle District of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Wilson was appointed to the position of Clerk of Court 
for the District of Nevada on February 6, 1995.   



CBA Course Descriptions 
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 

OCTOBER 7 & 8, 2014 
 
U.S. BANKRUPTCY CODE AND RULES/PROCEDURES:  This course will provide a 
general background and overview of the Bankruptcy Code and Rules and how the code 
and rules interact. This part of the course covers how a bankruptcy case commences 
and procedural aspects of how the case continues, including a general background of 
Chapters 7, 11, 12, and 13. Also, this section covers voluntary and involuntary bank-
ruptcy, automatic stay issues, adversary proceedings, and appeals. 
 
 
GRAMMAR/WRITING: This course is taught at a freshman college level, and includes 
writing skills, grammar, and punctuation.  This portion of the course is useful in our 
daily jobs as most of us draft letters, pleadings, orders, memoranda, and other related 
documents.  
 
 
LEGAL RESEARCH: This course provides an overview of legal research, general back-
ground of legal research, and a review of sources related to bankruptcy law and other 
laws including how to use the Bluebook for proper citation of authorities. This portion 
of the course is designed to focus on those skills.  
 
 
ETHICS:  This course provides a general background of the Code of Conduct for gov-
ernment employees, general ethics, scenarios, and how to appropriately use it in the 
workplace, whether it is with attorneys, debtors, creditors, or the general public.  
Among the topics covered are issues relating to how a Judicial Assistant should ethical-
ly interact with judges, attorneys, debtors, creditors, and clerk’s staff. Secretaries, legal 
assistants, and paralegals are taught how to be aware of ethical and professional stand-
ards when communicating with judges and judge's staff.  
    



ABJA Course Descriptions 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2014 

ETHICS 
  
This course provides a general background of the Code of Conduct for government em-
ployees, general ethics, scenarios, and how to appropriately use it in the workplace, 
whether it is with attorneys, debtors, creditors, or the general public.  Among the topics 
covered are issues relating to how a person should ethically interact with judges, attor-
neys, debtors, creditors, and clerk’s staff. Secretaries, legal assistants, and paralegals 
are taught how to be aware of ethical and professional standards when communicating 
with judges and judge's staff.  
 

YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW 

Introduction of topic. This phase will include various optical illusion and brain game 
exercises to demonstrate how our brain interprets what we see. 
 
Exploring the science. This phase will address how and why, from a behavioral and 
scientific standpoint, this occurs. Most of this explanation will occur as we go thru 
the exercises, but also pull from the audience their real life experiences that relate 
to the topics. 
 
Solutions. This phase will explore how we can be more open and creative when 
making decisions. We will explore physical and mental things to do to keep you 
more creative, as well as discuss "brain foods" that keep your brain happy. The final 
piece will be explaining and interactively going thru a process that helps to eliminate 
judgments and see things and people more openly. I will be using the Arbinger 
institute's "Getting out of the Box" exercises so the audience can take something 
tangible back home to use. These exercises are from the book "Leadership and Self- 
Deception: getting out of the box." 
 

INTRODUCTION TO FINANCIAL PLANNING 

This class provides an overview of the six steps to the financial planning process, which 
includes the cash management process, Risk Management, Investment Planning, Tax 
Planning, Retirement Planning and Estate Planning. Introduction to Financial Planning 
can help you develop realistic goals, overcome roadblocks to financial success, and pro-
vide the motivation you need to put your finances in order and start saving for the fu-
ture. 
 

 

 

 

 



ABJA Course Descriptions 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2014 

 

HISTORY OF THE ABJA  

“Where are we going and what am I doing in this handbasket?” 

The history of the Association of Bankruptcy Judicial Assistants will be discussed by a 
Judicial Assistant who is also a founding member. 

 

COPING WITH CHANGE  

The accelerated rate of change in society today, and the unprecedented impact of 
change on our nation’s court system, only increases the challenge for employees of the 
federal judiciary. Building awareness of the dynamics of change and one’s reaction to 
change can better prepare individuals to deal with the changes they encounter. This 
session helps participants examine how they cope with change and how they can be 
better prepared to manage their reactions when changes occur. 

 

 

CM/ECF NEXT GENERATION  

Presenters will be using video demonstrations to give an overview of the various compo-
nents of NextGen CM/ECF, including Calendar, Judge Review Packets, Workspace and 
Reports.   Additionally, they will have a series of PowerPoint slides to illustrate the de-
tails regarding the release of NextGen and an outline of training plans for chambers 
staff.    

 

TRAVEL TIPS & RESOURCES 

Tips for the Modern Traveler:  Topics presented will include: Booking Airfares, Making 
Airline Reservations, Ground Transportation, International Travel Security, Trusted 
Traveler Programs, and Helpful Travel Sites.  

 

 

 

 



ABJA Course Descriptions 
 

CBA BREAKOUT 

Practice Excellence: Tips for effective case management and smooth operation for both 
debtors' and creditors' firms.  Discussion and handout/checklist of documents and 
deadlines that can be adopted into job duties.  Facilitated by partners of Larson & Zir-
zow LLP from Las Vegas, NV - Zach Larson, Esq. and Matthew Zirzow, Esq.  

 

 

WILL POWER - FIT FOR THE LONG HAUL 

This will be a very interactive session which will discuss strategies for staying fit for the 
long haul in three specific areas: physically, emotionally, and financially.  Lance Wilson 
will share personal lessons learned and will ask audience members to share as well. 

Many of the ideas on harnessing willpower will be taken from a recent excellent book 
titled "The Willpower Instinct" by Kelly McGonigal.  While certainly not required to at-
tend this session, reading this book or articles about it prior to the session may provide 
participants with a richer experience and may result in a fuller discussion. 

 

 



ABJA Registration Form—Members 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address  __________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________ State/Zip Code ______________________________ 

Telephone Number _______________ E-mail Address ________________________________________ 

Spouse’s/Guest’s Name(s)  ________________________________________________________________ 

                              ☼  This will be the first Annual Meeting I have attended 

                              ☼   I would like to participate in the Mentor Program 

_____ Member Registration (staying at Luxor Las Vegas)            @ $175.00 $ __________                            
 [Covers all conference materials and educational sessions,  

 Opening Reception on Wednesday & Closing Banquet on Friday] 

_____ Member Registration (staying elsewhere).                         @ $225.00 $ __________ 

            [Covers the same items as above] 

_____ Judicial Assistant Non-member Registration                     @ $250.00 $ __________ 

            [Covers the same items as above] 

                                                                TOTAL AMOUNT REMITTED $ __________ 

Please make your checks payable to “ABJA” (sorry, no credit cards) and send it along with your 
completed registration form to: 

    Ursula Hamilton, Treasurer    (payable to ABJA) 

                                       c/o U.S. Bankruptcy Court 

    401 West Trade Street, Room 111 

    Charlotte, NC  28202 

                                        

           Deadline for the registration submission is September 8, 2014. 

       Absolutely No Refunds after September 15, 2014 (no exceptions). 

 

 

 

Emergency Contact for Attendee:  (name & phone number) 

______________________________________________________________ 



ABJA Registration Form  -  Guests 

 

Guest’s Name_____________________________________________________________ 

ABJA Member’s Name_____________________________________________________ 

When will you be arriving? Day____________  Time __________ 

           

Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

Opening Reception at Aurora    $50.00    $_________ 

 

Friday, October 10, 2014  

Closing Banquet at Brio Town Square         $75.00        $________ 

                                                                           Total Remitted:        $________ 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Please make your checks (sorry, no credit cards) payable to “ABJA” and send it along 
with your completed registration form to: 

    Ursula Hamilton, Treasurer    (payable to ABJA) 

                                       c/o U.S. Bankruptcy Court 

    401 West Trade Street, Room 111 

    Charlotte, NC  28202 

    



Conference Social Events! 

 

 

      

        “I never meant 2 cause u any sorrow 
          I never meant 2 cause u any pain 
     I only wanted 2 one time see u laughing 
I only wanted 2 see u laughing in the purple rain”  

 
The ABJA’s OPENING RECEPTION will be 
held on Wednesday, October 8, 2014, in 
the Aurora Lounge located in the lobby area 
of the Luxor.  6:00  -  9:00 P.M. Cash bar. 
 
Wear your favorite “purple” outfit! 
 

NON-MEMBER GUEST FEE:  $50.00 

 

 

 

 

The CLOSING BANQUET will be held on Friday, 

October 10, 2014, 7:00 to 10:00 P.M.   

at Brio Town Square.   

Tuscany style dining at its best!   

Transportation will be provided. 

Cash bar available.   

Awards and prizes will be presented.   

 

NON-MEMBER GUEST FEE:  $75.00 

 

There is a separate fee for spouses and guests.  

Registered ABJA members/associate members will not incur any additional charges.   


